Reported Road
Casualties in North
Yorkshire: Summary
Results 2016

This publication presents statistics on personal-injury collisions
and casualties in 2016 on public roads (including footways) in
North Yorkshire, which became known to the police.
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Reported Road Casualties in North Yorkshire: Summary Results
2016

Figures are derived from the ‘Stats 19’ forms completed by the
Police Officer who deals with the crash. They collect detailed data
on individual personal-injury road collisions, covering the
circumstances of the collision and the casualties and vehicles
involved. The resulting data is supplied to local authorities and to
the Department for Transport. Figures for road deaths reflect the
legal definition of a person who sustained injuries which caused
their death at the time or within 30 days of the collision.
A more comprehensive narrative analysis of 2016 casualty
statistics will be published later this year.
The key findings include:
The number of people killed in road collisions reduced from 31 in
2015 to 28 in 2016 - the lowest number since modern records began in
North Yorkshire in 1990. The number of fatalities was lower than the
baseline average of 39 (a rolling baseline is set using the 2011-2015
average)
The number of people seriously injured increased by 1 per cent
from 399 in 2015 to 403 in 2016. Since 2012 the number of people
seriously injured in the area had started to vary very little year on year.
Since 2015 there have been 2 years of slight increases in the number
of seriously injured casualties; though the number of seriously injured
casualties in 2016 was slightly lower than the baseline average of 413.
The total number of casualties in road collisions reported to the
police in 2016 was 2,250, down 3% per cent from 2015 and continuing
the plateau that has been seen since 2011. The number of slight
casualties is slightly lower than the 5 year baseline average of 2,307.
The number of children killed or seriously injured decreased, by 50
per cent from 20 in 2015 to 10 in 2016. The overall total reported
child casualties (ages 0-15) decreased by 30 per cent to 128 from
182 in 2015. 2016 has been the lowest year for children killed,
seriously injured or slightly injured since modern records began in
1990. Sadly one child died as a result of a road traffic collision in 2016
in North Yorkshire.
A total of 1,560 road collisions that resulted in someone being
injured were reported to the police in 2016, 3% per cent less than in
2015.

1. Overall results for North Yorkshire
Every fortnight in North Yorkshire there is 1 death, 16 seriously injured and 70 slightly injured
casualties on the roads of North
Yorkshire.

The number of people killed in road
collisions reported to the police
decreased from 31 in 2015 to 28 in 2016.
This is the lowest annual figure since
modern records for the county began in
1990.
Motorcyclist fatalities reduced
from 13 in 2015 to 8 in 2016. The
number of Adult (25-49) people killed
decreased from 14 in 2015 to 9 in 2016.
Historically (1990 to 2007) the number of
fatalities in the county ranged from 91 to
77 per year showing a slowly decreasing
downward trend with fluctuations from
year to year within that range. From 2007
to 2008 a significant reduction in the
number of fatalities occurred in North
Yorkshire and a new pattern has been
developing since 2008, which is also
likely to fluctuate but to continue with an
overall slowly developing downward
trend.
The number of seriously injured
casualties increased by 1% from 399 in
2015 to 403 in 2016, despite a small
increase, this is still the third lowest
number of people seriously injured on the county roads since records began in 1990. The total number
of people seriously injured has fallen by 2% from the 2011-2015 average, of 413.
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2. Casualties by road user type, North Yorkshire


The number of car occupant fatalities increased from 10 in 2015 to 14 in 2016, up 40%. The
number of seriously injured car occupants in collisions reported to the police decreased by 8%
to 168. Total reported casualties among car users were 1,486, 2% higher than in 2015.



There were 4 pedestrian deaths in 2016, compared to 3 in 2015, and the number of seriously
injured pedestrians decreased by 20% to 28. There were a total of 161 reported pedestrian
casualties in 2016 down 6% in comparison with 2015.



The number of pedal cyclists killed decreased to 1 in 2016 from 4 in 2015. Whereas the
number of pedal cyclists reported to the police as seriously injured in road traffic collisions
increased from 53 to 59. This has returned to the established upward trend in pedal cyclist
seriously injured casualties; this trend appears to have started in 2006, though this groupdid see
a slight drop in casualties in 2009 & 2014.

 The number of motorcycle riders killed reduced from 12 in 2015 to 8 in 2016. The number of
riders reported as seriously injured increased by 25% to 127 in 2016, 2015 had been the lowest
year on record for motorcyclists seriously injured in the county. Total reported motorcycle
casualties increased by 1 to 268 in 2016.


One child (aged 15 or under) was killed in a road collisions in 2016 in North Yorkshire, there
had been no child fatalities in the county previously since 2012, in 2016 there was also a child
fatality in the city of York’s area. Sadly there have been another three child fatalities in North
Yorkshire to date in 2017. The number of children seriously injured decreased by 55% to 9 in
2016 from 20 in 2015. The total number of child casualties decreased by 14% to 128 between
2016 and 2015.
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3. Casualties and collisions by road type, North Yorkshire


The greatest number of reported collisions in 2016 occurred on non-built-up roads (roads with
speed limits over 40 mph). In total there were 945 collisions on non-built-up roads in 2016, 2%
less than in 2015. These collisions resulted in 1,469 casualties, 22 of which were fatalities and
296 were seriously injured. The number of fatalities on non-built up roads in 2016 was 8% less
than in 2015; the number of casualties who were seriously injured rose by 2%. These are the
roads with 50, 60 and (on dual carriageways) 70 miles per hour speed limits and a broad mix of
users from tractors and local traffic through cyclists and motorcyclists to heavy goods and
commuters.



The number of reported casualties on built-up roads (roads with speed limits under 40 mph)
saw a 4% reduction from 816 in 2015 to 781 in 2016. The number of people killed on these
roads fell from 7 in 2015 to 6 in 2016. The number of seriously injured casualties reduced by 3%
from 110 in 2015 to 107 in 2016.



Casualties on the Highways England roads in North Yorkshire have increased for fatalities,
decreased for seriously injured and decreased for slight injuries (fatalities increased from 2 to 7,
a 27% decrease for seriously injured and an 8% decrease for slightly injured respectively). In
total 181 collisions on Highways England (formerly the Highways Agency) roads were reported
to the police in 2016, a 13% decrease from 2015.



The number of reported collisions on A class roads has increased for fatal collisions, increased
for serious collisions and increased for slight injury collisions (a 56% increase, a 3% increase
and a 1% increase respectively). In total 803 collisions on A roads were reported to the police in
2016, 17 more than in 2015, 51% of all collisions in North Yorkshire occurred on A roads.
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Casualties by district

When looking at the road traffic casualty numbers by district, the numbers become small and so are
vulnerable to large percentage changes year on year. Therefore we compare the current year with a rolling
baseline average and also check that average against the latest year to see whether the change could be
considered statistically significant.
Further information on this type of statistical test can be seen at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistical_significance
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4. Changes in comparison with the 2011-15 average, North Yorkshire





The average over the five-year period from 2011-2015 is used as a basis for comparison when
considering road safety trends over a longer period.
The number of people killed or seriously injured (KSI) in road collisions reported to the police
in 2016 was 5% lower than the 2011-15 average; for fatalities alone, the 2016 figure was 28%
lower than in the 2011-15 baseline, though this change is not statistically significant.

Reported child casualties (aged 0-15) in 2016 was 27% lower than the 2011-15 baseline period
average and the number of children killed or seriously injured was 57% lower than the average.
Both of these changes are shown to be statistically significant I.e. outside the predictable range.
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5. Collisions involving alcohol, York and North Yorkshire
Reducing the number of collisions involving alcohol is both a national and a 95 Alive Partnership
objective, and due to its strong link to enforcement, it is analysed as York and North Yorkshire
combined to incorporate the whole North Yorkshire Police force area. The enforcement operations
and supporting information campaigns are run throughout the whole partnership area.


On average 13% of fatal
collisions in York and North
Yorkshire involved alcohol, in
2011-15. In 2016, 17% of all
fatal collision involved alcohol, 1
in every 6 fatal collisions.



Of the 5 fatal collisions where
alcohol was involved: 3 were
caused by car drivers, 1 was
caused be a moped rider and 1
was caused by a pedestrian. Of
these 5 collisions, 1 impaired
driver
and
the
impaired
pedestrian were at fault and also
died, in the other 3 cases the
impaired driver / rider was not
the person who died.



2010 was the lowest year for
drink drive fatalities since 2005,
but 2013 and 2014 returned to
much higher numbers; though
as a proportion is all fatalities
2016 is the highest year since
2005.



On average 9% of serious
collisions in York and North
Yorkshire involve alcohol. In 2016 it was 6%, 1 in every 16 serious collisions. 2016 was a below
average year for the number of people seriously injured in collisions involving alcohol.



On average 4% of slight collisions in York and North Yorkshire involve alcohol and in 2016 it
was also 4%, 1 in every 25 slight collisions. 2016 was an average year for the number of people
slightly injured in collisions involving alcohol.
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6. Collisions involving powered two wheelers, York and North Yorkshire
Reducing the number of powered two wheeler (P2W) casualties is a partnership objective, and
due to its strong link to enforcement and the wider geographical distribution of riders, it has been
analysed as York and North Yorkshire together. Appropriate information and engagement
campaigns are run over the whole partnership area.


There were 337 reported rider or pillion casualties in 2016, 1% less than the 2011-15 average
(346). Of these, 147 involved either death or serious injury, up 9% on the 2011-15 average
(135). P2W rider and pillion casualties represent 12% of all reported road traffic casualties in
York and North Yorkshire, 30% of all killed or seriously injured road casualties and 24% of all
fatalities in 2016.

7. Collisions involving cyclists, York and North Yorkshire
Reducing the number of cyclist casualties is a partnership objective; it is a shared issue throughout
city and county and, indeed, the wider region, therefore data is shown for York and North Yorkshire
combined. Projects to focus on cyclist safety are run throughout the area and region.


There were 367 reported cyclist casualties in 2016, 7% more than the 2011-15 average (342).
Of these, 77 involved either death or serious injury (1 death, 76 serious injury’s), up 8% on the
2011-15 average (71). Cyclist casualties represent 13% of all reported road traffic casualties in
York and North Yorkshire, 16% of all killed or seriously injured road casualties and 3% of all
fatalities.
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